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S amantha S. Pappas gravitates 
toward designing with clean 
lines that have a modern feel and 
traditional touches. Before she 

started decorating Fifi’s nursery, Pappas 
knew she wanted to create a whimsical 
space that would be girly without being 
cliché. She found her inspiration by 
accident when she was walking past a 
coral, pink, and orange tassel display in 
Anthropologie’s window; she knew the 
color scheme and simple, linear design 
would give the room the right touch. She 
chose coral, soft pinks, lavender, gray, 
white, and gold to give the room an 
elegant and feminine feel. Pappas incor-
porated a vibrant coral ceiling with soft 
gray walls to complement the texture 
from the Anthropologie tassels that now 
hang in the nursery. 

The white and wood Oeuf crib 
gives the space a modern flair and 
complements a more traditional side-

board-turned-changing-table. For stor-
age, Pappas added a glass IKEA cabinet 
for valuable things such as books, blan-
kets, and sentimental items. The vibe of 
the room shines through the light fixture, 
which casts playful shadows on the 
soothing light-colored walls and neutral 
wood tones. It is a timeless space that 
will carry Fifi from sleepy newborn to 
energetic toddler.

Deciding where to place the furni-
ture was a huge challenge. The room is 
large, but there was not a lot of useful 
wall space: three of the four walls have 
large windows, and two have built-in 
bench seating. Pappas wanted the nurs-
ery to be functional not only for diaper 
changes, feeding, and lulling to sleep but 
also as a place to play. She decided to 
make the crib the focal point: she placed 
it in the center of the room and worked 
the remaining furniture around it to opti-
mize each piece’s functionality.
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